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A Christmas Celebration  

 

 

1 Samuel 16:7 

 
The Lord seeth not 

as man seeth; for 

man looketh on the 

outward appear-

ance, but the Lord 

looketh on the 

heart. 

 
This verse is telling 

us to look past the 

exterior of people 

and look toward the 

inward man.  We 

shouldnôt judge 

people by how they 

look, or dress, or 

because theyôre dif-

ferent but who they 

are on the inside.   

So remember this 

verse the next time 

you want to judge 

somebody and in-

stead of looking on 

the outside, look on 

the inside like our 

Lord Jesus Christ 

does with us. 

Jesus do in this 

situation. Instead of 

complaining have a 

positive attitude as 

Christ would have! 

By Jaclyn Worley 

The high school and junior high stu-

dents are awakening the Christmas 

spirit in the school gymnasium on  

December 14 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

South Sideôs hallways are filled with noise and 

anticipation. The band is fervently practicing 

their Christmas music, the choir is heard re-

hearsing their Christmas carols, and the Speech 

Class students are performing their Christmas 

skits.  The long-awaited high school and junior 

high Christmas program is almost here! 

 

Much preparation and hard work has gone into 

making sure that all of this eveningôs perform-

ances will go smoothly.  Pastor Gabe, the band 

and choir conductor, has been assembling the 

musical performances and conducting his stu-

dents to perform at their best.  After months of 

practicing their music, the varsity band is ready 

and able to perform their Christmas classics so 

that they can express the joyful emotions of the 

holiday season in their greatest Christmas per-

formance to date.  Pastor Gabe and his band 

both excitedly agree that the magnum opus of 

the night will definitely be their performance 

of the majestic and unpredictable musical 

piece, Tempest Rising.  

The high school choir will be performing 

Christmas-themed songs; whereas, the  chorale 

will be performing inspiring pieces like He is 

the Everlasting God and Offertory to convey 

the message that Christôs birth should be hon-

ored this holiday season. 

ñThese songs really show the love we need to 

have for Christ,ò explains Dave Garrison, a 

bass singer in the chorale. 

 

During tonightôs offertory, senior saxophonist, 

Caleb Sturghill, will be performing a solo for 

the audience. ñIôm excited to show everybody 

in the audience how I can glorify and praise 

God through playing music on my saxophone,ò 

says Caleb. 

 

Mrs. Bellôs speech class is especially excited 

about presenting their skits to the audience to-

night.  While some of the Christmas-themed 

skits will be comedic, others will be more seri-

ous; however, all of them will be well-

performed to convey the biblical truths that we 

should be focusing on at Christmas time.   

 

Speech class member, Rachel Santiago, is de-

lighted ñto send people the message of what 

Christmas really about, which is the greatest 

gift, Jesus, being given to earth.ò  The speech 

class will perform a total of eight skits tonight; 

each skit displaying genuine Christmas spirit. 

 

In the same way as previous Christmas pro-

grams at South Side, all of tonightôs Christmas 

performances will be presented to celebrate the 

birth and glory of our Savior Jesus Christ.  

ñOur ultimate goal for the Christmas program 

is to glorify God and represent our Christian 

school well,ò says Pastor Gabe.  After all, 

Christ is the reason for our Christmas season. 

 

The chairs in the gymnasium have been set for 

a gym full of audience members that are ready 

to experience South Sideôs Christmas spirit.  

This eveningôs Christmas production is des-

tined to be memorable and enjoyable to adults 

and children of all ages.  Come early and re-

serve the best seats for you and your family 

and friends. 

By Sarina Sweis 

College Life  
By Omar Mata 

In a few weeks the college students will go 

home for the Christmas break. One student 

who is particularly excited to come home is 

Jackie Mensik, daughter of South Sideôs Math, 

Computer, and Physics teacher Mrs. Mensik, 

Jackie loves to be home with her family and 

friends.  

 

When Jackie was asked what she missed most 

about being home she answered saying, ñWhat 

I miss the most is church. When I am home I 

have the church that I call my own. Here at 

Bob Jones, we have church in the morning in 

the auditorium and then we have night church 

where we go out to a church which could be a 

few blocks away or one to two hours away. 

Here I donôt have a church I can call my own 

whereas at home I have my home church 

which I miss.ò The thing Jackie loves most 

about her school is the friends she has there.   

She loves being with her friends, hanging out 

with them, and just helping each other out.  

Of course she misses her friends back home 

but she also loves her friends at school.  She 

loves going out with her sister, Dani, and her 

girlfriends. 

 

Jackie is going to Bob Jones University; her 

major which she is studying in is multi-

categorical special education, which is a big 

word for just being able to help any student 

who has a learning disability or physical dis-

ability.  Her minor is Spanish which she 

loves because she has an awesome teacher 

and also because her tutor is pretty cool too. 

The class which she despises the most is lin-

ear algebra because she says it hurts her 

brain. 

 

Jackie loves school but she just wants to be 

home and be with her family.  She misses 

home very much and she says there is noth-

ing better than just being home and not hav-

ing to worry about tests, finals, projects, 

homework, or waking up early. 

Sarian Sweis, Jackie Mensik 
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Sudoku 
Fun! 

Top to Bottom: Whitney Kelly, Kiera 

Reed, Sarina Sweis 

Top to Bottom: Jake Salomone, 

Breyon Robinson, Kelly Casilas 

Nicole Stepp 
Jaclyn Worley, Melodee Peak, Jillian Sliwa 



Ever feel like you just 

canôt think or you just 

donôt have enough en-

ergy to make it through 

the day? 
Maybe it is because your not very healthy. I will 

try to persuade you to keep a healthy lifestyle. I 

believe that if you donôt keep a healthy lifestyle, 

you will regret it later in your life. 

 

Keeping healthy is not only eating healthy, but 

exercising and sleeping too! Also, going to your 

doctor and dentist is a way to keep healthy. 

Some people choose no to eat healthy because 

they think it is a waste of time. Here is why 

keeping healthy is a good thing to do. 

 

First, keeping your body in shape helps you feel 

good both inside and out. If you eat healthy, then 

you will have good eyesight and smoother skin 

from the nutrients you eat. Some may ask, 

ñWhat do you mean your insides will look 

good?ò I mean youôll have stronger  bones.  

 

Second, I know people donôt like getting sick  

Who am I? I could be a  

student, 

faculty, or staff member. See if 

you can decipher the clues. 

 I was born when a Bush was 

president, and my fatherôs name 

is Harrison.  I enjoy music as do 

my sister and brother who at-

tend college together. I go to 

church in Palos Hills. I play a 

sport at South Side that is 

coached by the Kindergarten 

teacher. Who am I?   
 

Lily Bonner and Mitchell OôConnell 

Last Paperôs Answers 
The Riddle Answer: Stop Imagining 

The Shadow: Tyler OôConnell 
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I.n.i.t.i.a.l.s.  
Whoôs initials are listed below? See if you can figure it out.  

Clue 1: The answers are only these studentsô first names. 

Clue 2: The students are in the 3rd - 6th grades. 

ACROSS  DOWN 
1. S.D.K.  1. S.D.M.   

4.  J.I.S.  2. L.C.B. 

6.  A.M.G.  3. A.S.T. 

9. K.I.H.  4. J.E.H. 

10. R.A.M.  5. M.A.K. 

11. E.J.R.P.  7. R.A.R. 

   8. S.E.M. 

Left: 

Mrs.Verway,  

Kaya Haymon 

 

Right: 

Tyler Bonner 

Healthy  

lifestyles  

during weekends, so keeping healthy is a 

way to prevent that. Being healthy also 

protects us from sicknesses and disease. 

There is one disease I bet no one wants to 

get. Itôs osteoporosis. Osteoporosis is when 

you simply break your bones, just doing 

normal things. 

 

Last, You wonôt get tired easily. You can 

go through a whole day. Youôll also be 

able to think clearly, so you will do well on 

tests, quizzes, and homework assignments. 

 

So as you can see, being healthy has its ad-

vantages so try to drink four cups of milk 

each day and do twenty sit ups. For some 

of you who are glued to the television and 

love to stuff your mouths with junk food, 

why not eat fruit and vegetables? Then on 

commercials do sit ups. So eat lots of 

healthy food and ex-

ercise and you are 

good to go. 

Candids 

Left to Right: 
James McClanahan 

Tim Maiberger 

Zach McClanahan 

Megan Redlich 

Bottom: 
Steven Traskell 

Left: Sabrina Maiberger 

Right: D.J. Brown 

Bottom: Gennifer Simpson, 

Hannah Garrison 

By Melody Melker, 

Grade 6 



By Jay Zdziarski 

Top 5 Ice Creams in Junior High and 

High School
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Vanilla

Chocolate

Strawberry

Butter Pecan

Cookes 'n Cream

The students have spoken and our favorite ice cream flavors have been revealed. 

Check the chart below to learn what ice creams South Side prefers.  

By Cursten Sturghill 

The holidays are approaching quickly and will be here before we know it.  On the 14th 

of December we will have our Jr. High and High School Christmas program that will 

begin at 7:30 p.m.. There will be music by the school choir and the South Side Cho-

rale.  The speech class will performing some very entertaining skits. Jennifer Franco, 

who is part of this yearôs speech class says, ñItôs so funny it will knock your socks 

off.ò The 20th of December ends the second grading period.  Students need to keep up 

the good work as the 1st semester comes to a close. Our last day of school will be the 

21st of December and we will resume January 6th.  Enjoy this Christmas, celebrate the 

New Year, and have fun with family and friends. 

The Holiday Season  

Short Preview  

Presidential Crisis  

As approval ratings for President 

George W. Bush steadily decrease into 

the 20% range, the media also has its 

hand in brewing the general disfavor. 
 

ñBush is one of the worst presidents in American 

history,ò said historian Sean Wilentz in a recent 

issue of Rolling Stone Magazine. 

 

Such statements are now commonplace in maga-

zines and news broadcasts.  It is a known fact 

that most of the magazines and news stations in 

the United States are liberal and Democratic.  

For example, The New York Times, perhaps the 

most prominent newspaper in the country, ex-

presses liberal ideas and views while sometimes 

neglecting the conservative opinions.  As such, 

President George W. Bush, a Republican conser-

vative, is under fire constantly from these liberal 

powerhouses. 

 

That is not to say, of course, that President Bush 

has not made mistakes while in office.  Our 

president, no matter who he may be, is only hu-

man; his mistakes are just bigger and on a wider 

scale than ours.  Perhaps he may have treaded 

too quickly in Iraq by some Americansô stan-

dards, but that issue is up for debate among both 

Republicans and Democrats alike. 

Even with headlines from The Chicago Tribune 

blaring ñBush threatening World War IIIò and 

ñBush asks for $46 Billion more for Wars,ò we 

cannot always believe everything we read.  

There are two sides to every story, but our media 

does not always see fit to include each side.  

With the war in Iraq, the news has reported nu-

merously on the shortfalls; however, the reports 

of success and praise have been few and far-

between.  The media wants to put a spotlight on 

the bad sides of everything, even our president.  

If the media gives praise, then they will no 

longer have any ammunition for their articles, 

and to them that idea is terrible. 

  

Agreement may not be an option for our media, 

but support can be.  Our president is no dictator.  

He may make mistakes that can set our nation 

back, but he needs support to make the country 

function as efficiently as it can.  Support needs 

to come from the public and even the media. 

 

President Bush has only about a year left in of-

fice.  The next time an article comes along criti-

cizing yet another of his vetoes, try to see the 

other side of the issue.  For example, health in-

surance for poor children is a worthy cause, but a 

look at the other side shows how many billions 

would be needed to even start such a program at 

this time.  Try to see that the other side of a 

cause may have some worthwhile concerns too. 

Be Happy Be Healthy 

ñBe Happy, Be Healthyò is not just the slogan for 

the cereal, Honey Nut Cheerios anymore. Studies 

have shown that this famous phrase is now a fact by 

which one could live a healthy life. 
 

Researchers at the University College London, UK, have linked 

everyday happiness with healthier lives.  Professor and Doctor 

Andrew Steptoe says, ñThereôs a direct link between how weôre 

feeling and the biological processes which relate to illness and 

illness risk.ò People who have positive attitudes are generally 

healthier than people who have negative attitudes.  Unhappiness 

has been directly connected to tendencies toward serious dis-

eases.  

 

Happier people have a more positive outlook on life.  Since hap-

pier people tend to have more positive attitudes, they have lower 

levels of cortisol which is a stress hormone linked to type II dia-

betes, heart disease, depression, and weight gain.   

 

In addition, happier people often appreciate their bodies more 

than unhappier people; therefore, they tend to take better care of 

their health.  We need to take more seriously the effects that 

negative emotions can play on our health.  

 

Finally and most importantly the Lord has something to say on 

this topic. Proverbs 17:22 says, ñA merry heart doeth good like a 

medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.ò John 10:10 says, 

ñI am come that they might have life, and that they might have 

[it] more abundantly.ò   

 

The Bible says it and Science reiterates what God has told us. To 

be healthier, longer we need to be happier, and the best way to 

be happy is to be living daily in the word of God.  

By Caleb Sturghill, Sarina Sweis, Omar Mata, 

and Jay Zdziarski 

K4 Name Search 
Get to know our K4 students by 

finding all of their names in the 

puzzle. 

Abigail  Jason 

Alyssa Mateo 

Collin  Nathan 
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Abigail Bruno 

Jada Harris 

Mateo Urquizo 



 

Autumn Brownfield 

$50,000  

Some of these infants may be guilty of under aged educating. We 

have created a computer generated photo of what they may look 

like today. See if you can match any of the suspects with their 

baby photos to help us find the offenders by writing the correct 

numbers from our wanted poster in the blanks by each baby  

picture. 

1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 

Dress Codes  

Is our dress code necessary? 
 

Dress codes are enforced for a vari-

ety of reasons. The way we dress 

sets a standard and is viewed by oth-

ers to be set apart or sanctified. 

Some students in the school gripe 

and complain about proper dress 

standards, but the question still re-

mains.  Is our dress code necessary? 

 

Some of our students have opinions 

the necessity of  a dress code in our 

school. One of the female students, 

Ashley Robinson says, ñI wish we 

could just wear a denim skirt every-

day.ò  Many students want a loose 

dress code because they want to feel 

more comfortable while learning. 

Some students are just fine with the 

dress code and do not care what they 

have to wear.  Omar Mata says, ñIt 

would be awesome to wear jeans to 

school everyday, but wearing khakis 

doesnôt really matter to me. I came 

here to learn, not to make a fashion 

statement.ò 

 

The majority of students that attend 

South Side want a loose dress code, 

but many students follow the dress 

code to the ñTò and have no problem 

with it.  As Christians, one should 

not worry about fashion, but how to 

please God in school and in every 

day living.  Our school needs dress 

code rules because there needs to be 

a higher standard to show others that 

Christians are different and not like 

the world.  1 Corinthians 10:31 says, 

ñWhether therefore ye eat, or drink, 

or whatsoever ye do, do all things to 

the glory of God.ò 

 

So to answer the question that every-

one wants to know, yes, dress code 

is needed to maintain and uphold the 

foundation of a Christian school.  To 

all the dress code violators, it is not 

an option to be borderline, but to be 

superior in our dress to bring glory 

and honor to God.  
By Josh Gena 

Kiera Reed, Melodee Peak, Dave Garrison 

Taking the 

Act Test  

For those students who are in a 

panic over the upcoming ACT 

tests here are some helpful tips to 

ease some of your suffering. 

 

1. Donôt forget to register! 
Go to: http://www.actstudent.org/index.html  

 The next registration dead-

 line is January 4, 2008 for 

 testing on February 9, 2008. 

 

2. Read all of the information given   

      in your registration packet or 

     online. 

 

3. Study a few practice tests to  

      prepare yourself. 
Go to: http://www.actstudent.org/index.html  

 There are also practice tests 

 available for purchase in 

 most major book stores. 

 

4. Note what you should bring to     

      the test center.  

 Admission Ticket 

 Identification 

 Sharpened #2 Pencils 

 Calculator (check their  

 requirements) 

 

5. Note what you should not bring to  

     the test center. 

 Food + Drink 

 Scratch Paper 

 Cell Phone 

 Anything that plays music or  

 videos 

  

6. Get a good nightôs rest and eat 

     breakfast on the day of the test. 

 

7. Arrive at the test center early so 

    that any questions can be an-   

   swered before the test. 

 Left handed people need to  

            check for a left handed  

 seating area. 

 

8. Common Questions and Answers: 
What if I donôt do well on the test?  
 You can retake the test and desigð

 nate which score you would like to 

 share with colleges. 

 

What do schools do with my grades? 

 Your grades are used to determine 

 a number of factors, but primarily 

 grades can help a college deter-

 mine what basic courses you need 

 in your first few years of school-

 ing and certain schools award fi-

 nancial aide or scholarships based 

 on your grades. 

 

How old do I need to be to take the test? 

 Most students taking this test will 

 be in their Junior and Senior years 

 of High School, but academically 

 gifted students can take the test 

 much earlier. 

 

What if I donôt know what college I am 

going to? 

 It is still a good idea to enter col-

lege codes on your ACT registration form. 

Just add the colleges that you are interested 

in and once you have chosen a school your 

test results will have already been sent. 

 

What is a good grade on the ACT? 

 The national average according to 

 www.act.org was 21.2 in 2007. The 

 highest score possible is a 36. 

 

How much does the ACT cost? 

 According to www.act.org the 

 basic registration fee is $30.00. 

 This fee will allow you to send 

 your scores to four colleges. 

ñLove came down at  
Christmas,  

love all lovely,  
love divine;  

love was born at  
Christmas,  

stars and angels  
gave the signò 

By Christina Rossetti 


